[Biopsy of the sentinel lymph node in the staging of patients with malignant melanoma].
Sentinel node biopsy, in the treatment of stage I and II skin melanomas (according to the American Joint Cancer Committee classification), has been advocated by several authors as the best compromise between radical intent and minimal surgical invasiveness. The authors present their personal experience based on 64 sentinel node biopsies in patients with stage I and II skin melanoma of the trunk and limbs (30 males and 34 females; age range: 29-77 years). Sentinel node detection was radio-guided and was conducted in the armpit in 43 cases and in the groin in the remaining 21. Eleven patients who presented metastatic nodes underwent a regional lymphadenectomy (8 axillary and 3 groin dissections) with low morbidity and no perioperative mortality.